
Downtown Revitalization

Smart Growth revitalizes existing communities and preserves undeveloped land by
directing development to established downtowns. Opting for in-fill development and
redevelopment of “used” buildings and land relieves pressure for new development on
“green fields” – undeveloped land.

In-fill development places new homes, commercial/retail development and public
facilities in built communities, in structures and on land that is abandoned or
underutilized.

Re-development restores existing properties and buildings that are in poor condition or
underutilized, repairing existing structures or adapting them to new uses. It includes
“Brownfield’s” redevelopment and historic preservation.

Case examples

§ In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, old warehouses and commercial buildings along a mile
and a half-long stretch of the city’s waterfront were converted to apartments and
condominiums. Named The River Walk, the redevelopment opened the waterfront
to pedestrians, provided an attractive public space and boosted property values.
(For more information, go to http://www.cnu.org)

§ In Baltimore, Maryland, the 577-unit Lafayette Courts high-rise public housing
project was redeveloped as part of HUD’s HOPE VI program. Now known as
Pleasant View Gardens, the 21-acre human scale community features mixed-
income town-homes and apartments, with day care, recreation, community service
and health care facilities, and a community green. (For more information, go to
http://www.hud.gov)

§ In a built-up Virginia suburb 20 minutes from downtown Washington, D.C., a
blighted neighborhood of severely dilapidated single-family bungalows was re-
developed to create Madison Place, a 125-unit townhouse community. (For more
information, go to: http://www.nahb.com)

§ In Winter Park, Florida, a failed mall was redeveloped, its parking lot reconfigured
into a network of streets and blocks, with housing in a former department store, a
movie theatre, shops and restaurants. (For more information, go to
http://www.doverkohl.com)














